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INTRODUCTION.

This is the Second Volume of the Travancore
University Publications (thknt Serics) and is, by Gracious
parnussion,  ded. R

Travancore, the -

Agnivesyi-Grhya-Sutra, as ihe e o

work on household vites and ceremonies after the weachings
of an Acarya, Agnivegyah.  To the Hindy, every houschold
event, from Garbhadhau to death and ohsequics, has specific
rites and ceremonics assoeiated with it Though the basic
essentials underlving these eercinonics wre more or less the
sane among all belonging o the first three Varnas, the
actual Torms ws obtained in practice may be considerably ¢
different for different groups belonging o the same Varnas
and inhabidng  the same localities. This is =0, sinee
different familics wnd - groups may he tadidonally attached
to different ritualistie schools or Samras having different
forms of procedure, Such Sutas wre nany, some having
extensive following, some with ouly « few familics atiached
to them and some extinet and without any following today,
This sttra or school of Atfm\‘vsy' has very fow followers
now, at any rate, in South India.

Originally, the various clans among the Aryans would
naturally have had slighdy varying but elescly allied, modes
of ¢olebrating their household events. What were at first
small and inconsequential variatons, tended incourse of time

differ more wnd more and - finally - gave rise 1o various
schools of ritualisin caeh with it= own specifie and codified
forms and pn_)cwlm'(.-. These various schools are eradited
to have heen founded by great Rgix or Acaryas and are
designated by the names of their founders, The actua
authors of the works as we now see them might have been
very probably the last teachers of the groups, who onee for
all fixed the ritualism and caused them to be codificd

G. P. T, 674. 500. 10-3-1116,
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protectoin against faneiful variations in future,  These Grhya
Stitras are a veritable etimological treasure, an extensive and
critieal studyv of wiieh is eapable of throwing considerable
lignt on snll’l\‘ of e dark and unknown corners of ancient
Artan society and L Foroexample, may not P@sana-
st]z;i'p(um, A Corcony in conneetion with the ()l)sv(llli(-s, he
miniature replica of delmer making of olden days? Many
such ({u-sli(m\. [ oo sure, WH,] find corrcet solutions from »
eritieal ~twdy ol Grhiya and Srauta lieranure. Bute 1 must
refrain,

The work before usis atributed to s Bsioor taacha
Aguiv-svall. This mane Tooks maore Jike a0 patronyinie
surante derived Do cme individual,  Aenivegae dwn th
spocific mune of iy dviduads Aeniveg’s <o will b
Agaivedt and his T doseendants, howsoover romete, wil
b Agaivesvie aangsar 23 Pan, IVO5105). Owr Agnivesy
hcin;{ th - i.u{l:!f‘l o INed ~ehiool of rires and eercmoni
oy Jasthvoogpee 1o tind Wos anes and perhaps b

consdooy, in St Literare, paerrticularly the Brahnana

There i~ positive reference 1o an Agnivesyva in 1]
Acarvaparmnpoa of Brivdarapyvakae o Brabme 6 of €
I, oo is deserhad as o diseiple of A('ﬁ.l‘}':h S;’u:di]_\':n T
Anabhimlar; vl in Bradi. 6 of Che TV Aenivegaa
mention o s o J}-(-}p]:- of G:’n"g_\n. ( Cﬂfﬁ?m‘ ﬂ”'a?c’qﬂ
atwramE .. 10 L swmREEEgr g, [Vo6). Sankoo
Bis commentiry savs that Vaméa here nieans - Acaryapar
pars and not lineal deseont (srardqugosdr an E_?gi’:l?fl
qgAra: fEeq: gswers wrad ). While the Aonives:
mentioned in two places micht be two  brothers or cousi
there is nothing acainst both references denoting a sin
individaal who might have beena disciple of 1 the th

Ac:iryu& Sandilya, Ansbhimlara and Giargyva,  Tvomay
noted that in hoth plces one Gawiama is mentioned as
disciple of Agnivedya.  As such, it i~ more ressonable

take the view that the Aguivesya referred to in both p!
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is one and the same individual.  This Agnivesya must have
been a great and wellerecognised Acarya with a good  Sisya-
]mnunp;lrﬁ, of his . -0 #~ hova wnapitod r:-«:ngnil,iou m s
important a worl:

From the commeutary on riwee: s
1X-Su. 4-wemiganfaaaacdiear:) we Ic.un th.at Arrmvesyz
was the founder of a Sakha (snfizaaEdedr: of@AUEETRY
...... ). As Bl_llddﬂl‘dl}ydk:l i1s part of Sntnp:nha Brahmana
closely related to TaittirTya, it is very probable that the
reference in the Pratisakhvi and Brhadaranyaka applies to
one and the same Agnivesya,

Again in the commentary of Vidhiila Sranta Stitra, also
belonging to TaittirTya Sakha, (now being prupurcd for the
press), the following passeece is met with: “sgat arggaud—
& & ] argen: 7 amvﬁmna'&s*mma)amgm Feql: ¢ A4NE TIT
IHH — ST FAgBIAART fAigan e This passage shows
that AgniveSyn and his school formed one of the four
subdivisions of Vadhiul: school,  In Kerala where Vadhula
Suatra is fairly  common, the Malivalam Anuvadam of
Vadbila Srauta-Pravoga is known as “TaittirTyam Bhaga,”
This will show the close relation of Vadhuala school and
TaittirTyva Nakha.  Henee it is legitimace to infer that the
Agnivesya referred to here is the same Avnivesya that we
are already familiar with.

We find thar this Agnivesya xchool wasa recognized and
authoritative one, upto the time of Madhvacarya ; for, we
find him citing Agnivesya Sruti in support of his coutentions
in- mrmy plices in his commentary on  Brahmasatra
(Feiig@zer .. 2-3.32 ¢{AMA=ET [AATAT ([AQTS: AT F90gU
QERIAT T AN A AaFmgia’-gany).  Later on, one finds
Appayya  Diksita in his Madhviantramukhamardanam
e anseript No, 65 of this oflice), belittling A(mn’(é\.tsrvn
in such words as  ** .. SAAIRIFARAGE ... ... TAFASY-

"

QAT A FgANIEAE: Thi- shows thar Agni-
vesyam had lost much of itx following wnd hal become an
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unimportant and litile known  school by the time of
Appayya.  Sdll, ir is clear  that though the school had

lost all its importance, it was, all the same, known to
Diksita,

“There is evidence to show that Agnivesyagrhyastitra
was not one of the original and imdependant schools, but
was only 1 branch-or offshoot of one of the original schools.
In the introduction 1o Bodhayara Grhyastra (No. 32
Governmment Oviental Library Series, Mysore), the learned
editor staris with @ quosation said to have been wken from
Acaivedvuorhvasiira, He savs, + yEgay & AOFAT GAANGH
MOAF | A1 — AFEAAFTA L ad quotex ¢ AT @ FATONF SqTEAl-
A 1 ATATNTEIT NG Eralrmmﬂwx ANTETATSIARA
WETT FATTWE AT 25GA00: FAFE AFAFT WRgrAtay
Htaatd avg@s wraia FossT TGRSR qqEIRGAT0 ;. AGTA-
AFNA: WAL 30T 0T Praciieally the sune quotation is
wmec with i smrerimuk aaphala of Vaidvanade Diksia (Vani-
Vilas Pross, Palehai, 1906 —paee 13). However, in none of
he five mznmwfip!\‘ of Agnivesyagrhynstura we had access
to, 1~ this quotition or s iy ((|l'l\ alent seen, though there

re passnges like wagar g ansywmmfawmasdita a4 damae
656‘1 (pare 150), \hm\mw that the work i hand is posterior

Bodliavana ~chool Deiddes such references,  the text
abounds i passang < Gpaees 690760 1120 ce) indontieal with
those fonnd in-oiher Grhyvasioras pariiculirly Bodhayuna’s,
This also shows thas Aenivegvaarhyasivra is posterior to
Bodhayan:, Blaradvaja  cie. Among the nine original
schools wpparive i he quotwion eited above, one s
founded by Sandilvicand of the wine ~ubsidiary schools one
is thu of Agnivesya.  In Brhndarmyake we have found
Agnivesyn to he a disciple of b,nuhlyn, Anablumlaty and
Gargyn. When these two findin gs are rend together one s
jJustificd in considering Acuivegya school ax an offoshoot of

the original 5unhlu~r~huul moditicd hy the teachings  of
Anabhimlata snd Gareya.



Fl()ll} “ae . PYOR. oot T PR L I PO o rthat
Agnivesyn scne- i
from Brahmayi pooio . o
in parts of Tamil-nad though its ,uUl(,rt uts are very few.

In Rg Veda we meei with « Satri, son of Agnivega
and o Rajarsi, extolled by Rsi Saumvarens in the Rk,
grEaEEaatn i mEssw Iqar wgax: . (Aqt. i Ch.
iv. Var. iv. M. 9). Sayuna in his conmeniary on this
Rk quotesa couplet, «Ragagd  aFaacq@adadzsg o -
o RNE@E gwaEga: g4 ou, aud adds, walsg ageat,
AqRNETAns; efaat  wfFgagda ;WA TAAEE ARG
quity, 0T, i@ From this we gather that Sawri, the son
ol Agnivesa and known after bis parental name as Agnivesi
was o rich Regarsi exoollod by Bei Samvaraacin the Veda, '
A deseendant of this Agninvedi would be known by the
patronymic surnmm - of - AcniveSyahe The founder o the
Agnivedya <chocl way well hean Aenivesyah of dhis line,

[ Mahabh:arata (Sambliava Parva) there e references
to the Agrama of Agnivesva where Drona, the  Brahmin
warrior, had his mhitary raining. Droga savs.

AQIRAGATIA FL(ATT BIZTT: |
AANTGT  AGIAETTH FTETA: 0
AMAPT FLIAT AT TATTAT
TAGFAFEAARER AL AT T )
FrayM@E2 @ GARAT TATHETD |
ATAAZAEAAT F(OT AZT HRAATA |
VTG TIRT FEET TAGTIA |
(Numbheakowam Edition Adich, 140-40.42)
AFAETILIET THANEATA |
AETATH T T3 ATAAT )

ANEAET qGAT A qAF T G|
ARTATT gia earaEaed [aedisiey anas ||
(Numbh. IXd, Adi. ch, 151-10)

In this Poona eritical «dition and Kerala Mss. (Nos. 5877, 5035 ete.) the
readings are 1, ARSI, 2. «lewrd, 3 Missing.
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If a deseendant of Satri, a K ajarsi and hence a Ksatriya,
esanblishes o Garukula, it is only reasonable to expect there
adequate arrangements for high class military training, There

" is no need to take into account the greai difference between
Vedie and Bharata days in this.  For one thing, Bharata is no
plain s!might-furwnrd history; further, we find in - Bharata,
in one connection or other, most of the Vedic anecdotes,
philosophy and what not, rearranged and  readjusted by
the author, @ reputed master of Vedic literature. Sach being
the case, there 1x nothing improbable in - the view that Vyasa
might have brought in Sawis’ or his descendant’s name
into Bhavata in o mamer suited to meet his requirements.
If ihis is so, this Agnivesva, a descendant of Sairi niay
’pwsihl'\' he the founder of the school. B("ynml presenting
aproblem, his identity: cmmor, with one available knowladge,
ha }n‘nv(-'l. I orher words, t]lnll}_’ll the Ag‘lli\'t:é_\;t ~choo]
can fwirly  well be  traced up  to o Bralomuwosm peviods, ihe

cenvalooy ol che founder can only he swrmis d,
11,

We had nominadly five manuseripts to propare the pross
copy 3 hueall old, the whole Lot could be raally comnicd s
ote, a< tie differcnees found were of Tide vadue i eollidon

or correctiot.

These manseripis - were sceured for ihe library by
Podic R AcSastric How he Bappencd o disecvir them
i iteresting <tory and s here retold i accordines with
the information he has ~upplicd.

“ Sone time during 1915 10 1922, while ho wis engagd
- the formation of the Orienal Library, Baredsy Lo ws
agwn on the look out for works on Aenivesvam dospite
several former Tailures; when he was informed vhat e
were followers o that St in cortain Villaes s on e Danks
of the Uttwa Pinakini {modern ¢ Ponnar ™), i Nollore



Nstrer,
mee again fow

Lonivesyam wax more or less given up.

A year or two back, while Mr. Sastriyar was visiting
Avitaiyar-Noil in Tanjore  District during one of his manu-
eript hunting expeditions, he chaneed to go to a certain
emple called “ Adikailasa Kzetra”, an old and reputed
Mace of pilgrinage, some 70 miles to the south of the
own of  Tanjore. There he  was  conversing with  the
priests on ritualistic  details  regarding pujas and other
seremonials ay obtaining in that temple when it was revealed
(hat those priests were followers of A}_gni\'v’a"\':tsﬁn':l. Mr.
Sastri lost no fine i getting into the good books of the
priests and s cenring a faivly well-preserved ) vet at Jeast 8
sentury and a balf old, palm Teaf manuseript of Agnivegyva-
orhyasatea. Tu Mr. Sastri’s own words, *this was due 1o the
Grace of Lord Sri Padmanabha, the  Presiding  Deity of
Travancore and the good fortme of His Dasa, His Highuess
Bala Rama Varma Maharaja”

During a subsequent visit to the same place Mr. Sastri
had the good fortune to anearth two more manuseripts of the
same work from  rhe Grantha colleetion i the priest’s
quarters of the temple. These were also secured  with the
kind permission of Hix Holiness Namasivayam Tampiran,
the Trustee of that twemple,

Onfurther enquiries, Mr. Sastei learnt that only  those
belonging to this Satra were permitted to enter the Garbha-
grha or officiate ws priests in that  temple, the tradition
being  that, at the beginming of  Kaliyuga Siva appeared at
the place before his devotees and ordained that only Agni-
vegya Sautrikas should officiate ax pricstsin - that  temple
and appointed  the fore-fathers of  the present priests  as
hereditary  Archakas  there. There are now only cleven
families following this Saitra and  they are all, in - one way

Ri
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viii
or other, reluted to each other, as may naturally be expected
in the case of « small group marooned in the midst of alien
groups. These cleven families are of two Gotras, Rauk-
sayana (Tarmo) and Atreya (srem),cach having three Prava.
ras, « Angirasa, Mandhana, Madhuvachasa  (anf@g®, aiaa,
argg=d@) and Arreya, Arcinanusa, Syavasva (305, SEaEa,
) respectively. 7

£

The nature and characteristies of the manuseripts used

in the preparation of this work are given below in - tabular

form:—
3
Desigma-| Natur:  of Obtained Irom Remarks.
tion ‘ manuseript,
. )
& Cadju manaseripty  Arantangi, -~ Complete, ex-
! Tanjore !m:pt. in - certain
i pparis as Tata
I ]
| | kakalpa (Pr.d1,
Ch.IV)

& " Avitaivarkoil Do.

q . ’ Do, some
leaves i the
be.;;il.ming also
missing.

[

q Puper manuseript | Avitaiyarkoil [ 2nd and 3ed
Pragnas only,

% ” Kadiraman- 3rd Prasua

galatn only

Of these five, the oue designuted & was the best pre’
served and it served as the baxic manuseript for. the prepara-
tion of the press copy.



ix

followers o

corroborate or correct the discrepancies Loiind s wie w
seripts, we had solely to depend upon published Grhya-
sittras of other schools and Brahmanas to clear any doubt
or difficulty that arose during the preparation of the press
copy. During such comparisons it was noted that in many
places, particularly in Pradims 11 and L, many passages
were fully or nearly identical with the Bodhayana texts on
the sime cercmonics; o n lesser extent, passages identical
with those obtained in Bharadvaja stitra were also met with.
A few out of the many are cited here ns examples:—

Acnivesyam Jodhayanam Beginuing of text
(2nd edn. Mysore)
1-+0 377 a qEIEATR: ...
161 399 oFE 9IL: oo
163 405 HY FRATARAIRG. . .
165 106 ECEGIPIC CEA 1L A
163 417 AT PR ...
Ag¢nivesyam Bharadvajam
(Leyden Edn, 1913)
3 2 ATAAAG ...
50 27 FGT AFEL ... -
99 84 AAEEghEdE. . ...
e & &c

[n o number of pliees  metrieal  matter is - met with
perhaps, subsequent :}'«lditinns to serve as mnemonies. It
may, however, be noted that such metrieal passages are also
weent in the Bodhavina stitra (Mysore edition.)

In the <cetion on Devataradhan, semi-tantrie forms
including the use of Yantras ave mentioned  though regular
images are not.  These perhaps may be later additions and
answer to more or less similar portions found in other
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Grhyasaitras as - Asvalayana’s, in the form of Parisigtas or
appendices.

A few peculiar ‘rites and practices not found in other
well-Bnown Satras are met with.  One such is Sthagaralam-
kara (pp. 40,41). This practice, it scems, is current i
prts of Bengal.  The cight materials to be assembled for
the ceremony nearly answers o the Agtamangalyn articles
commonly used in Malbar,  Awong KeralTyasy  there ix an
-Agtamangalys waving by woman folk 1o be performed daily
for the first four days,  This is purely o Ladies’ rite, and
ix not a pars of (he regular rituals.  In Agnivegya (oo, this
ceremony is recognised ax a ladies’ yile, 1s evident from the
concluding words ¢ amsr faa sngeagara. ’

In the third adbyaya of third pruéuu(p:lw 131 a pass-
iAge ocenres ... AN AFTTAM: AFA WF FA g a7
Thls shows that according  to this sehool Sraddha day was
fixed by nuksatra and not by tithi.  This ix rave in Tamilnad
though v ry common among Kerala Brahmins.

The text is divided into three Prasnas or seetions,  The
firse consisting of seven chapters covers the important
coremouials connected with Upanayana and  marriage, the
sccond algo with sevanr chapters, deals with Pumsavana
to Nanyasa While the Jast with twadve chaprors is dovotad to
a miscellany consisting of Sraddlas, Pirpmcdhas md the
like.

It is noteworthy that the fifth adbyaya of first Prasna
conttains only mantras (of Vivaha) without any jrayogavidhi
whereas in all others mantras ocenr i their proper places
among prayoga directions.

L several places (pp. 62,65, 67 cte,) right upto the ena,
oné meets with the phrase, ¢ lhu~ sayeth Bhagavan Aﬂm»
vesyah 7 (g€ wwmarti@adza:) The phease, and parti-
cularly the use of the adjeetive Bhagavan, lads one to infor



that the acee ool o

Rst Agnivegya himself, but some distngustica aiscipie
his school, as would naturally he the case. The phrase
found seattered throughout is,  however, sufficient cvidonee
to show that the work is fully based on the tenchings of
Agnivesyal,

In this work four other acharyas are montioned hy their
works viz, Bodhayana (gaaar g agsram@ai@umadiy ad qo-
qATT FA-page 150) ) Kusiharitah (e ga ez dig
T FEHEIE J4d’ g FaTda. page 177), and Pugkarasadi
(@ers grweng: p. 9. and l\'nu‘;‘il:\]\'i (=aq ﬁ’{'igﬁ 3 YA
gt & sidateEzmEc . . 153.)

The Linguage on the whole, i< oldy but not very avebaie.,
There are o gocd number of  word-formations untenable
according to PaninTyan grammar, such as qig , 67 , A,
(p. 176) ; smdqq (p. 70.) ; =wax, (p. 112) ;@ (p 177)
ete.  Such  archaie  expressions are left untouched,
Specific foot-notes are not added  ealling attention to than
ax such expressions were found o many to be dealt with
in that manner.

C A Mantra index is appended tracing the sources
wherever possible,  Tn the ecase ol some, no source can he
found out and such ave, for want of w boticr preecdure,
supposed o have existed i extinet or - Khila portions of
Samhits or Brahmanas,

With all the care besiowed on proof correetion, a short
fist of crrata bas become iuevitable for which we  teuder
our apologices to the public.

In conelusion | have "great pleasure :u-knowl(,'(lgmg
with sincere thanks the valuable services of Pandits N, Rama
Sastri, . Yajuaswami Sarma and Voo Subbarayacharyn
rendered in conneetion  with  this publiention.  Pandits N,
Ranma Sastri and A, Yagnaswami Sarma have not spared any

THE vrempageer - 0

N
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pains in preparing the press copy, hunting ap - references,
I)UO()f-l‘(,‘:lding and  preparation of - Mantra index,  and it is
very creditable that they were able to complete the labours
from star: to finish in the <hort space of about tweve weeks.

.
The manuseripts for thix publieation were procured for
us by sriman Pandic R. AL Sasuri, the well-known Veteran
Munuseript Collector, to whom the University -Manuseripts
Library is indebted  for mamy of its colleetions. We  have
also had the benefit of his adviee; and inmy personal capacity
ay well as in the name of the University 1 tender our sincere
thanks for the great help we have received from him,
And now, i all humility, I place the work before the
Joarnd publie whose just appreetation slone will ever be our
best reward.
Oricntal Manuseripts Library
Iniversity of Travaucore,

Trivandrum,
218t Octabor 1940,

L. A. RAVI VARMA,

Honorary Director.
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